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From the Desk of 

the Associate Dean  
 
This fallôs masterôs class is one of 

our smallest in a long time (63 new 
students), but composed of a bright 
and energetic group! We have seven 
new students in the doctoral program. 
Welcome to all of you and welcome 
back to our continuing students. The 
Journalism Graduate Student Asso-
ciation is active again this year and 
providing a lot of opportunities to get 
together, relax, and have some fun. 
The new online site for graduate stud-
ies will launch soonðmany thanks to 
Sarah, Martha, and Ginny for their 
hard work on better, more easily navi-
gated organization for our materials. 

 
Ginny has also been scanning 

documents like crazy and for the first 
time both masterôs and doctoral appli-
cations are completely online. Amy 
Lenk got this process started last 
year. Soon none of us will remember 
the days of carrying scores of applica-
tion packages around in those green 
bags! 

 
AEJMC in Boston was well at-

tended by our graduate students and 
facultyðyouôll see a few photos from 
the meeting in the newsletterðor at 
least from Boston! We had around 80 
faculty, students and alumni attend 
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The second class of Reynolds 
Journalism Institute Fellows have 
begun their year-long effort to de-
velop and test ways to improve jour-
nalism through new technology and 
improved processes. 
This yearôs class features two 

Missouri School of Journalism pro-
fessors along with four new faces 
from the professional world. 
ǒ Jacqueline Banaszynski, the 

Knight Chair in Editing at 
Missouri, plans to ex-
plore how journalistic 
storytelling translates to 
Web-based platforms, 
and what storytelling 
techniques and ap-
proaches work most ef-
fectively online. 

ǒ Clyde Bentley, 
associate professor of 
print and digital journal-
ism at Missouri, will de-
velop strategies to help 
newspapers deliver the 
news to readers via cell 
phones. 

ǒ Michele McLellan, 
a consultant for Knight 
Digital Media Center, 
plans to research the 
key lessons and implica-
tions for journalism as 
Web and social media 
give people new ways to engage 
with news and civic affairs. 

 

ǒ Stephanie 
Padgett, media planner 
and buyer at Empower 
Media Marketing, will 
explore strategies to lev-
erage online revenue in 
small to mid-size news 
markets. 

ǒ Sean Patrick 
Reily, director of editorial 
business and planning 
for the Los Angeles 
Times, will work on de-
veloping and launching 
profitable newspaper 
business models for the 
coming generation of E-Readers. 

ǒ Michael Skoler, 
formerly the executive 
director of the Center for 
Innovation in Journal-
ism, will use financials 
and case studies to see 
how journalists can sup-
port themselves and their work by 
embracing the new journalism of 
partnership and information sharing 
with the audience. 

RJI Fellows receive a stipend 
and use of graduate assistants to 
work on groundbreaking approaches 
to journalism that can be shared with 
journalists, citizens and the news 
industry, according to the instituteôs 
website. 
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News and updates  
The National Press Club has given its 2009 Edwin M. 
Hood Award for Diplomatic Correspondence to 2009 MA 
graduate and San Antonio Express News investigative 
reporter Todd Bensman . The award was for a series 
Bensman published about how gun smuggling in Texas 
arms and equips Mexico's drug cartels.  
 
Doctoral student Maria Garcia spent part of the summer 
backpacking in Peru. She visited the cities of Lima and 
Cuzco, and journeyed across the Sacred Valley by train 
and foot to hike up the ancient Inca ruins of Ollantay-
tambo and Machu Picchu. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Steve Kopcha , associate professor of strategic 
communication at Missouri has been named to 
the Missouri History Museum for Advertising/
PR Hall of Fame in St. Louis. 
 
 
 

Greeley and Olga Kyle 
welcomed Vianka Rachell 
Kyle on August 5th. Vianka 
was 8 lb. 10 oz. and 21 
inches long at birth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ed Lambeth spent part of August in Europe. He spoke 
first to 65 Czech citizens and U.S. Embassy employees in 
Prague on Aug.18 on ñThree 21st Century Cultural Chal-
lenges Facing the USA.ò 

On Aug. 19-20, he spoke to the 2009 Summer School 
of Journalism organized by Czech educators and journal-

ists, with the U.S. Em-
bassyôs support and 
hosed by the Municipality 
of Havlickuv Brod, a rural 
town southeast of the 
Czech capital. 
 
 

Out of over 130 posters on exhibit at the May meeting in 
Chicago of the International Communication Association, 
the one created by Joonghwa Lee , Chang Dae Ham and 
Esther Thorson , ñKnowledge Gap in the Media Satu-
rated ô08 Presidential Electionsò won first place. The 
honor carried with it a small monetary reward. 

 
María Len -Ríos and her husband 
John Phillips welcomed the birth of 
their daughter Francesca Evangeline 
on May 19, 2009. 
 
 
 
 

 
Nicole Norton (MA ô01), the first gradu-
ate of the five-year Masterôs program, 
has joined BancorpSouth as the Mis-
souri Regional Sales and Marketing Co-
ordinator. 

In addition to coordinating advertis-
ing, public relations and community 
events, she oversees the sales and ser-
vice process for six BancorpSouth 

branches in Springfield, Mo., and two locations in St. 
Louis. 
 
Byron Scott , professor emeritus, will present a paper 
"Press Freedom in the Post-Soviet World: Have we done 
ANY good in the past 20 Years?" at a special symposium 
honoring the late MU history professor, Charles Timber-
lake, at the Central Slavic Association meeting in St. 
Louis, November 6. Pat Timberlake, retired librarian of the 
School of Journalism is the widow of Prof. Timberlake, a 
much-respected scholar and former president of the CSA. 
Please contact Prof. Scott (scottbt@missouri.edu) for de-
tails. 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Maria and her boy-

friend Laurnet Zanoni 
overlooking Machu 
Picchu from the top of 

Huana Picchu. 

Greeley, Olga, Vianka and 3-year-

old Sasha. 

All-smiles Francesca 

Chang Dae Ham, Esther Thorson and Joonghwa Lee 
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